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THE RELATIONS OF BIBLICAL FACTS AND SCIENCE 
REGARDING GOD AND MAN TO UNI- 
VERSAL TRUTH. 



By V. M. Olyphant, 

New York City. 



The content of biblical teaching regarding the elements of 
man's nature and the intuitive sphere of thought and action 
proceeding from it is universal in its bearing. That is, the 
biblical view of man's nature is not a peculiar view. It is not 
creative nor originative. It brings out no truth or element 
which did not exist before. It is founded on the facts of man's 
nature. It neither proves them nor brings them into existence. 
It recognizes man's manifold nature and the various activities to 
which it gives rise. Of this it speaks. To this it addresses its 
appeals. But its psychology is that of the man, the one psychol- 
ogy which the human race has always embodied, which it has 
always investigated. The biblical psychology, in its statements, 
neither makes truth nor creates it. Like all other departments 
of scientific analysis, it simply takes cognizance of the facts as 
they exist. To recognize that this broad basis of universal 
necessary and unchangeable truth is at the foundation of all 
biblical teaching is important, since it simplifies our thinking 
by removing the artificial barrier often erected between the 
written truth and the living truth ; between universal truth, fun- 
damental to the Bible, which necessarily shaped its teaching, and 
that portion of universal truth which finds expression and recog- 
nition in the Bible. It clears the ground at once of any mys- 
terious, unthinkable and inexpressible difference between the 
two. It enables the Gentiles, through whose nature God has 
revealed himself in part, to join hands with the Christian over 
all that portion of God's revelation common to both, and to 
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recognize the unity already subsisting between them, since God 
is one and truth is one, whether reached through the written 
word or through the living soul. Man was already in existence, 
and is still in existence, with all the attributes and elements of 
his nature in full activity, before he finds these elements and attri- 
butes expressed in the Bible. It was not the science of anatomy 
or physiology which gave shape to the human body, but the 
body which gave shape to the sciences. So it is with biblical 
science; it is not the biblical scheme of man's nature which 
fashioned that nature, but the man whose nature furnished the 
facts exhibited in the biblical representation. 

The great bundle of human potencies and activities embraced 
under the various heads of conscience, will, emotion, intellect, 
are not called into existence by their mention in the Bible, are 
not proved by the Bible. 

Nor are the feelings, thoughts, aspirations, actions, made 
possible through these faculties, and necessarily operative, pro- 
duced or occasioned by the reference made to them in the Bible. 

The Bible always takes their existence and operation for 
granted, wholly apart from any knowledge of their existence 
gained from itself. 

That man should thus exercise all his perceptions with regard 
to the divine existence and presence, with regard to all questions 
pertaining to right and duty, intercourse with his fellow -men, 
and the various relations subsisting between the diverse parts of 
the universe in their totality; or, in other words, his religious, 
moral, intellectual nature; that he does this wholly apart from any 
command to do so, that he is necessitated to it by the constituent 
elements of his nature which predetermine his thought and 
action, would seem a self-evident truth. 

But, unfortunately, many who are actuated by sincere zeal for 
the Bible, but with mistaken views as to its character, see fit 
to dispute this position, utterly unaware that they are discredit- 
ing, not honoring the Bible. They forget the injunction of the 
apostle to his converts, "Though I or an angel from heaven 
should preach anything but the truth, believe him not," and, in 
order to make the Bible seem more divine, they seek to separate 
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its teaching from its foundation in universal facts and truth, and 
to present it as a system of truth, having its origin in the arbi- 
trary will of God, instead of a system pressed into shape by the 
facts and truths of the creation of God. Hence they ask men to 
believe that they are thus and thus because it is in the Bible, 
whereas it is in the Bible because men are thus and thus, because 
men are what they are, because it is true. The written Word is 
thus given a purely artificial authority which militates against its 
true authority as a well of living truth. 

Taking the human race in the entirety of its branches and 
the entirety of its history, there has always been a sense of God 
and duty, not derived from the written record, but from the soul 
of man, and the constant, all -pervasive influence of the divine 
presence. And this is in complete agreement with the biblical 
representation which displays all the constituent elements of man's 
life and all its varied activities precisely as we see them operating 
in nature. The truth of the written Word is, therefore, demonstrated 
by its entire harmony and concord with universal truth, exhibiting 
itself now, as ever, in the hearts and consciences of living 
men. 

Secondly. Having thus shown that the biblical teaching 
regarding man is universal in its character and coextensive with 
the race, it is now our purpose to show that the facts and truths 
regarding spiritual man acquire force and validity, not because 
found in the written Word, but because the written Word expresses 
the universal necessary and unchangeable facts and truths of this 
new creation, brought into existence, as was the first, by the 
power of the living God. This at once breaks down all artificial 
barriers between the facts and truths of spiritual life recorded in 
the written Word, and similar facts and truths as successively 
accomplished since. It refutes the error that the facts and truths 
recorded in the written Word possess an inherent sacredness or 
value or efficacy beyond the similar facts and truths illustrated 
in the constitution and activities of man's spiritual nature since 
the new creation began ; but it exalts the truth that the written 
Word expresses in the fullest sense facts and truths coextensive 
with the new creation. The facts and truths of spiritual life 
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recorded in the written Word are not apart from, but a part of, 
the universal experience of the new spiritual creation. 

This aspect of the truth will alone make the written Word a 
well of living spiritual truth, not because it is distinctive, but 
because it meets the facts and truths of spiritual life of which we 
are cognizant. The natural man knoweth not the things of God, 
because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man dis- 
cerns them, because they are written upon the tablets of his newly- 
constituted spiritual nature, and attested by the constant pressure 
and influences of the divine spirit. 

As we have seen, biblical teaching regarding man by 
nature and natural theology agree with the researches of man's 
investigations because, man by nature, in the Bible, is one with 
man by nature outside the Bible, and the God which the Bible 
represents as revealed to the natural man through his nature 
is one with the God which man has been enabled to reach 
through his investigations apart from the Bible. So it is that 
the spiritual nature, as represented in the written Word in the 
constituent elements of its nature in all its operations and activi- 
ties, is in full consonance with the universal facts and truths of 
spiritual life as attested by the multitude of spiritual men of all 
ages in whose nature spiritual recreation has become an accom- 
plished fact. Thus the spiritual natures and activities of James, 
of John, of Paul, of Peter, are not distinct from nor apart from 
the universal experience of the spiritual creation of all ages, but 
are one with it. Their spiritual experiences are not distinctively 
true, nor true in any peculiar sense, because found in the written 
Word, but because they constitute part of the universal facts 
and truths of the spiritual world; and spiritual truth found between 
the covers of the written Word is one with spiritual experience 
found outside the covers of the written Word, so that our experi- 
ences are not true because of James's, of John's, or Peter's or 
Paul's experience, nor are their experiences and the spiritual facts 
and truths underlying them an arbitrary mechanical system of 
spiritual thought or truth imposed upon our life, but our experi- 
ences are one with theirs, and theirs one with ours, because our 
spiritual nature is one, because the spiritual man everywhere pos- 
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sesses the same solidarity of nature as the natural man ; and, as 
the natural man finds the God which he is enabled to reach 
through his reason, so the spiritual man of all times and ages 
recognizes the spiritual truth freely offered to him through the 
reconstitution of his nature in the spirit and through the constant 
influence and pressure of the spirit of God upon him. 

We are thus assured, on comparison of the written record 
with the living truth, that the validity of the written Word of 
God, of biblical facts, of biblical science, is assured for all time, 
because it is founded in universal and necessary truth, and in 
itself forms an integral portion of that truth. 



